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Hello Everyone. 

We hope that you have enjoyed the Quarterlies 
during this past year. We, here at the Rutland 
Historical Society, have been working hard so that 
we will be ready when the time comes to open 
up—hopefully soon! 


Until then, we have been updating our website 
collections and there is always something new to 
explore online! We have had updated our 
computer system, been sprucing up the building, 
and we have Paypal up and running for payment 
convenience. 


We sincerely appreciate your patience and support 
throughout this past year. 


Until we can mingle again, please stay safe and 
well. 


Always, 
Barbara L. Giffin, President. 


RUTLAND HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 
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By David Zsido 

In 2020, Todd Transportation observed fifty-two years 
as a moving, packaging, and storage business in Rutland 
(VT). Todd Transportation is an agent for Wheaton World 
Wide Moving. However, the history of the Todd family in the 
moving and storage business goes back more than one 
hundred years, as documented by various historical family 
records, which are on display in the reception area of their 
business office. Brothers, Jim Todd and Rich Todd, assist 
their cousin, Doug Todd, who is the company’s president, as 
members of the fourth generation of the Todd family directly 
involved in the moving business. They are the great 
grandsons of Archibald Adam Todd. 
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A. A. TODD, Prop. 
- Flushing Park 
ICE COMPANY 


97 BURLING AVE., 
FLUSHING, N. ¥. 
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CBee anes 8 «Pure Hygeia Ice 
Furniture Removed to City or Country® 
COAL DELIVERED AT YARD PRICES 

Toddfile phot. 
Archibald A. Todd began his career in the moving business 
in the Flushing section of Queens in New York City. He was 
the proprietor of the Flushing Park Ice Company located at 
97 Burling Avenue. A small business card depicts a horse 
drawn ice wagon, which suggests he used horses before 
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acquiring motorized vehicles. However, in addition to 
delivering ice, it was also printed on the card that furniture 
could be delivered to the city or country. Moreover, coal 
could be purchased for ‘yard prices’. A notation below the 
card indicated that Archibald was involved with this 
enterprise from at least 1916 to 1918. 


c. 1926. The A.A. Todd fleet of trucks, a 1926 Chevrolet, 1922 
Model TT Ford, and a 1923 GMC. Todd file photo. 








c. 1926. An A.A. Todd fleet truck, a 1926 Chevrolet. 
Flushing NY. Todd file photo. 











Following this endeavor, Archibald moved on to expand his 
moving business, which was simply called A.A. Todd. His 
new operations were then located at 61 Larch Street in 
Flushing. A series of photographs from the mid-1920’s 
capture the three motorized trucks, which he had at that 
time. His small fleet consisted of a 1926 Chevrolet; a 1922 
Model TT Ford; and a 1923 GMC. 


By 1933, the small moving and storage business once again 
underwent a name change. Moreover, its operating 
headquarters had been relocated. While still remaining in 
Flushing, the new address was listed as 137-54 Leburnum 
Avenue. Part of the complex at this location was shared with 
the R.C. Cola bottling company. The name of the business 
had been modified slightly to include Archibald’s sons. A 
1933 business card identified the shipping and storage 
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A. A. TODD & SONS, Inc. 


137-54 Laburnum Avenue FLUSHING, N. Y. 


Todd file photo. 

operation as ‘A. A. Todd & Sons, Incorporated’. A. A. Todd 
& Sons consisted of Archibald, his son Archibald James 
Todd, who was commonly referred to ‘Arch’, and his 


brother, Warren. Arch was born on March 19, 1906. While 
Arch devoted his life to the moving and storage business, 
Warren only remained with it for a short time before moving 
on to American Airlines. 
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Todd file photo. 


One rather significant surviving document from that era is a 
City of New York Ice Delivery License, which was issued to 
Archibald. It was dated May 4, 1936. The license apparently 
covered a specific route and one motor truck that was 
identified as #2007. The license was valid for only a year; 
expiring on April 30, 1937. What appeared to be a 
photograph of Archibald James Todd was affixed to it. 


One major project that the company became involved with 
was the 1939 World’s Fair. The fact that the Fair was being 
held at nearby Flushing Meadows — Corona Park presented 
a unique opportunity for A. A. Todd & Sons. The business 
was engaged with moving many of the arriving overseas 
containers from abroad from the docks to the Fair’s location. 
Once the Fair had concluded, A. A. Todd then returned the 
repackaged containers back to the piers to be loaded onto 
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ships. In addition, during the years that the United States was 
engaged in World War II, the business found itself busy 
delivering containers packed with military supplies to the 
docks for overseas shipment. 













Wheaton ‘over-the-road’ step-deck trailer with a 
Chevy tractor loaded with ocean-going containers. 
Todd file photo. 





1940’s Brockway moving van. Todd file photo. 





For a brief period of time, ‘Arch’ broadened his experience 
in the moving and storage business, while being employed by 
two other such businesses. One was a nearby mover in 
Flushing, Dane & Murphy Incorporated, which also 
specialized in carpet cleaning. 
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Todd file photo. 


c.1953 Wheaton “over-the-road” Chevrolet truck with semi-trailer. 
Todd file photo. 
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Todd file photo.: “Arch” Todd and his son, A. Richmond, outside the J.F. 
Blackham office in Flushing, NY. 











He also continued on with J. F. Blackham Moving & Storage, 
which was a Wheaton and Lyon Van Lines agent. Ultimately, 
still another business name transformation occurred during 
the early 1950’s, when ‘Arch’ formed Todd Van & Storage. 
During the years of this newly formed business, one of its 
rather unique moving vans was a 1940’s vintage single axle 
Brockway. The custom designed truck featured a ‘studio cab’ 
configuration. It was white in color with large red lettering 
spelling out “TODD VAN & STORAGE”. 


The extra wide cab allowed front seating for four workers 
with one worker actually positioned to the left side of the 
driver. ‘Arch’ was the president of the firm. He had two 
young sons, Peter W. Todd and A. Richmond Todd, who 
grew into the operations as the business continued to evolve: 


As the 1950’s unfolded, Todd Van & Storage added both 
Chevrolet and International trucks to its fleet. One 
Chevrolet, a single axle tractor, hauled numerous loads of 
containerized goods to various locations. It was joined in the 
later 1950’s with c1956 and c1958 Chevrolet moving vans. 





Todd file photo: c. 1958 Chevrolet along with a c. 1956 Chevrolet moving van of 
Todd’s Van & Storage. 











In the years that followed, their fleet was somewhat 
converted to predominantly International trucks, including a 
single axle cab-over-engine tractor and some 1600 series 
moving vans. In addition, the fleet also included a White 3000 
‘Bubble Nose’ cab-over tractor. Based on its major 
metropolitan location, it was not uncommon for Todd Van to 
provide services to TV or movie celebrities. One such star 
that Peter and Richmond provided moving services for was 
Lucille Ball. While they handled several moves for the actress 
in the New York City area, they also conducted a major move 
for her, when she relocated from Long Island to Florida. 


Perhaps the most significant change to occur for Todd Van 
& Storage in the early 1950’s was when it became an agent 
for Wheaton Van Lines. Ernest Wheaton, the founder of 
Wheaton Van Lines, had entered into the moving business in 
1945, when he founded Clipper Van Lines. During the early 
1950’s the company changed its name to Wheaton Van Lines. 
Apparently ‘Arch’ Todd and Ernest Wheaton struck up a 
meaningful friendship, and Todd began its affiliation with 
Wheaton. Actually, ‘Arch’ and Ernest continued their 
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friendship for the remainder of their lives and exchanged 
Christmas cards annually. 
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Photo by David Zsido. 


It was about 1953, when a local Firestone Tire dealer had a 
Smith Miller LFT Mack tractor trailer detailed as a Wheaton 
moving van and presented it to ‘Arch’ Todd. The unique 
piece has become a family heirloom and occupies its 
dedicated space on a coffee table in the reception area of 
Todd’s current office. 


The 1960’s would bring more important changes for the 
Todd family. Sadly, the patriarch of the family, Archibald A. 
Todd, passed away on October 1, 1964. Then, when the 
World’s Fair returned to Flushing Meadows in 1964, once 
again, the company was involved, perhaps more than even 
during 1939. In fact, it provided long-term storage for 
exhibited items from several Countries, pending their 
eventual shipment to the Montreal World’s Fair in 1967. One 
item of interest was a 1,500-pound teakwood elephant from 
Thailand. 


Todd file photo. 





Left: Early 1960s 
An International 
Model 1600 of 
Todd Van & 
Storage. 

















Right: Early 1960s. 
A Wheaton “Over- 
the-road” Mack G 
model cab-over, 
making a transfer at 
the Lyon terminal. 















Todd file photo.! 





Todd file photo. 





Above: Early 1960’s the Todd Brockway, a Wheaton International 
cab-over and other moving vans parked and waiting. 











Todd file photo. Early 1960’s. A Wheaton “over-the-road” International ca-over 
with a 35-foot Trailmobile semi. 














Todd file photo. Early 1960’s. A Todd Van & Storage White 3000 “bubble nose” 
with a Trailmobile semi-trailer. 
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Todd file photo. 
Right: Mid —1960’s. 
ATodd Van & 
Storage 
International 
Model 1600 with 
step-deck load of 

















Todd file photo. 
Left: Mid-1960’s. 
A Wheaton “over 
the road” White 
3000 

just a bit 
“snowbound” 

in an unknown 
location. 























Todd file photo. Mid-1960’s. An International model 1600 moving van that 
appears newly delivered. 
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Todd file photo . Early 1960’s. An International Model 1600 of Todd Van & Storage. 
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Ultimately in 1968, as the 1960’s were ending, the Todd 
family was contemplating a major move of their own. This 
move would be a relocation of the entire family and its 
business from their then current home in College Point (NY) 
to Vermont. The location they selected was within a sizeable 
commercial park on Randbury Road in Rutland Town on the 
westerly side of U.S. Route 7. This parcel of land abutted the 
Vermont Railway’s Bennington spur. One of its neighbors a 
short distance down the road was St. Johnsbury Trucking 
Company’s large terminal. 





Todd file photo. 
members load this van trailer. 
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In 1969 construction of the warehouse was initiated with local 
contractor Ed Fabian of West Rutland providing the earth 
moving and excavating. Concrete producer, J.P. Carrara & 
Sons, placed the footings, walls, and slabs for the new Todd 
complex. From a photograph taken during the early stages of 
construction it appears that Hallamore Corporation of 
Holbrook (MA) provided and erected the structural steel. 
The ‘nose’ of one of Hallamore’s new R Model Macks is 
shown in a photo, parked beside what appears to be an older 
green G Model Mack cab-over. The second Mack was 
lettered “Weymouth Art Leather Co. — So. Braintree, Mass”, 
and was hitched to a Hallamore high flat trailer loaded with 
steel. 


As construction 
on the new Todd 
Transportation 
continues, the 
structural steel 
is unloaded. 
Todd file photo. 
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the fact that the Todd family acquired a Rutland-based 
moving company to obtain its operating rights. This moving 
company, M.L. Gleason Transportation, was a Greyhound 
Van Lines agent. The business was operated by Martin 
Gleason from its headquarters at 26 West Street in Rutland 
at the crest of the hill. Back in its operating years, Gleason 
would have to pull his semi-trailer unit onto Nichols Street, 
which was on the opposite side of the street, and then back 
across busy West Street into his driveway. In addition to the 
Gleason ‘operating rights’, the Todd family also acquired, a 
couple of pieces of Gleason’s remaining equipment. 
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Todd file photo. 1969. Construction is completed. The former M. L. Gleason 
early 1955 Chevrolet and a newly-purchased International Scout. 





This included a 1955 Chevrolet platform truck, and a 32-foot 
round nose Fruehauf semi-trailer. During the period of 
construction, the Todd Family maintained operations from a 
leased facility on the far westerly end of Park Street in 
Rutland in the Gibeault Industrial Park. From that location, 
the Todd’s could witness the construction that was underway 
on their building about one half mile directly to the south. 





Todd file photo. Late 1970's. Loading containers into the Todd 
Transportation c.1974 International, equipped with four side doors. 
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Todd file photo. Early 1980’s. The Todd Transportation International TranStar 
cab-over at Randbury Road. 











The Todd family arrived in Rutland with much of its existing 
fleet of trucks and trailers. This included one long-serving 
Baker forklift, which the family had acquired many years 
earlier for $6,000. The price was formulated on a dollar a 
pound for its lift capacity of 6,000 pounds. In addition, they 
brought along one single axle high flat Trailmobile trailer. 
While in Rutland, the old 1952 trailer was utilized on a very 
limited basis. In fact, one of the only moves that could be 
remembered was transporting a heavy piece of machinery for 
the Jones & Lamson Machine Company of Springfield (VT). 
In that move, the trailer developed a slight swayback 
condition. Years later in August of 1992, the Todd family sold 
the trailer to a nearby neighbor, Dave Zsido, who teamed it 
up with his 1952 LFT Mack. 
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Photo by David Zsido. 23 August 1993. Bob Giddings cranks up the landing gear as 
Todd’s 52 Trailmobile is hitched to Zsido’s 1952 LFT Mack. 





The Trailmobile became the very first trailer to be registered 
as an antique vehicle with the Vermont Department of Motor 
Vehicles. 

Years later, Zsido sold it to an antique construction 
equipment enthusiast in Long Island (NY). Unfortunately, 
shortly after getting established in Rutland, one of their late 
1960’s_ International moving vans fell victim to an 
unfortunate mechanical failure. While traveling on the 
recently opened new section of U.S. Route 4 in the West 
Rutland area, a fuel line ruptured, spewing gasoline on the 
hot engine. The resulting fire destroyed the truck. 


To handle the winter snow removal at their new Rutland 
facility, Peter Todd acquired a new International Scout with 
plow from nearby Seward’s Sales & Service, an International 
Truck dealership. 
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Photo by David Zsido. 17 Aug 
2008. Some of the moving vans in 
the Todd Fleet; a Peterbilt and 
two Internationals. 














Photo by David Zsido. 17 Aug 2008. One of 
| the two remaining Highway tractors in the 
| Todd Fleet: A former USP International. 








It was at the time of the relocation to Rutland that ‘Arch’ was 
considering retirement since his two sons, Peter and 
Richmond were ready to take over the reins of the business. 
Additionally, with the move to Rutland, the business had also 
reorganized under a new name, Todd Transportation. 
Shortly after getting re-established, it also changed its 
affiliation from the long-standing association with Wheaton 
to becoming agents for United Van Lines. 
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Although still in their pre-teenage years, Peter’s son, Doug, 
and Richmond’s sons, Richmond and James, were never very 
far away from the activities of the business. Through the 
years that followed, they carefully observed the goings-on of 
the moving and storage business. In his retirement, ‘Arch’ 
continued on as a consultant for his sons and the new 
business. Moreover, it didn’t take ‘Arch’ any time at all to 
become active within the Rutland community. He joined the 
Rutland Historical Society, and became its president, serving 
from 1974 to 1977. He also assumed the duties as the curator 
of the Farm Museum at the Rutland County Agricultural 
Society and was a member of the Rutland County Stamp 
Club. ‘Arch’ passed away on March 14, 1999, just a few days 
short of his ninety-third birthday. 


Throughout the 1950’s and into the 1970’s, the Todd family 
captured an interesting photographic history of their 
activities in the moving business. Along with a vast collection 
of slide trays featuring family-related photos, they also had 
at least three trays of color slides of the vehicles involved as 
they moved various loads including containerized cargo. 
While some of the slides have faded slightly with the passing 
of time, nonetheless they provide a clear footprint of the Todd 
family’s involvement with the moving, storage, and packing 
business. 


Typically, the person behind the 35mm camera was ‘Arch’, 
who captured so many special photographs. His camera not 
only focused on moving vans owned by the Todd family, but 
also included images of ‘over the road’ rigs and some trucks 
belonging to other movers. 
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Todd file photo. The Todd Transportation GMC cab-over with a 42-foot 
Kentucky trailer acquired from Reggie Wilson at the White River/ Wilder 
Terminal. 











One interesting photo shows a late 1970’s GMC cab-over and 
semi-trailer that was acquired from a competitor, who was 
also operating in Rutland. The GMC was hitched to a 42-foot 
Kentucky semi-trailer. The unit had originally been owned 
by Reggie Wilson of Wilson Moving and Storage, a North 
American Van Lines agent. Reggie was reconfiguring his 
operations and offered to sell the package deal to his friends 
in the Todd Family. In another interesting photo, perhaps 
taken in 1974, it shows that Todd utilized a new concept in 
moving large storage containers. An International van is 
equipped with a van body featuring four side doors, which 
allowed easier loading and unloading of containers without 
struggling with access only through rear doors. 


To some extent, the relocation to Vermont came at a time that 
somewhat coincided with the birth of second homes or 
vacation homes there as out-of-staters flocked to the state. 
This growth also invigorated the expansion of various 
commercial enterprises, many of which required the storage 
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services of Todd Transportation. Several area businesses had 
a need for a storage facility for their containerized or 
palletized equipment and material. Often such loads arrived 
via railroad at the siding of Todd’s new structure. These 
shipments included material for the New England Telephone 
Company, Similac, Vermont Electric Supply Company, and 
others. Slowly as the Randbury Road facility filled with 
storage from various small industrial companies from the 
area, the need for additional capacity became obvious. 


By 1978, Todd Transportation explored the option of 
acquiring an additional site in Rutland only about a mile 
away on the easterly side of U.S. Route 7. The former Rutland 
Fire Clay Company’s manufacturing site became available. 
This extremely large complex dated back to the 1890’s. After 
acquiring the facility, they gradually started moving large 
pieces of commercial storage out of Randbury Road to their 
new location. This allowed for additional storage from the 
General Electric Company and Metromail to be placed in the 
Randbury Road warehouse. However, by 1986, realizing the 
need for still more square footage for storage, they added a 
large steel building addition to the Curtis Avenue structure. 
Moreover, when the headquarters of Central Vermont Public 
Service Corporation was domiciled in Rutland, there seemed 
to be a constant demand for Todd Transportation to move 
office furniture and fixtures for the electric utility company 
between its various offices both within Rutland and 
throughout Vermont. In 2007, when the State of Vermont 
was providing the U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree to 
Washington, DC, Todd’s provided temporary storage for 
dozens of boxes filled with Christmas ornaments for the 
‘Tree’. These ornaments were ultimately picked up by the 
Green Mountain Bull Dawg (ATCA) Chapter; loaded onto 
their antique Mack Trucks; and delivered to our Nation’s 
Capital along with the Christmas Trees. 
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As the 1980’s unfolded, A. Richmond Todd, became less 
involved with the operations of the business, while his 
brother, Peter, continued on. As time progressed, their sons, 
Doug, Rich, and Jim, assumed more control of the operations. 
It was during this time, when A. Richmond decided to 
relocate to Ocala (FL), where he had simply planned to enjoy 
retirement. However, after being sought after by numerous 
moving and storage operators in that locale for his expertise, 
he decided to open his own facility. He then managed the 
Todd Moving & Storage facility there for a few years. A. 
Richmond Todd died on January 31, 2016. 


When his brother, Peter, decided to retire, he relocated to 
nearby Ticonderoga (NY). Ultimately, he had predeceased 
Richmond by several years, when he died in late June of 2000. 
His memorial service was conducted on June 30, 2000. 


By coincidence each year June 30 marks the somewhat 
busiest day of the year for those in the moving and storage 
business. For a period in the 1980’s, Todd’s Transportation 
operated a second warehouse site in a second Vermont locale. 
This was some fifty miles to the east in the White River 
Junction — Wilder area. The location was selected based on 
its potential due to its proximity to the intersection of 
Interstate 89 and Interstate 91. 


It was from this location that Todd Transportation handled 
a rather hefty move for Robert ‘Bob’ Keeshan, better known 
as TV personality ‘Captain Kangaroo’. Keeshan was leaving 
his home in Long Island (NY), and moving to a property he 
had purchased near Norwich (VT). Two trailer loads of his 
personal items and furnishings were transported from Long 
Island to Norwich with an estimated weight of 30,000 pounds. 
It took days for the Todd crew, consisting of Jim and Rich 
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Todd, along with their reliable maintenance man, ‘Swanie’, 
to break out the two trailer loads; reload them onto moving 
vans; and make the delivery from the terminal to Keeshan’s 
new home. ‘Swanie’ was the son of A.B. Swan, a life-long 
Rutland trucker, who among other things, hauled 7-UP 
products and other commodities from the Rutland Area. The 
expectations of the White River Junction warehouse never 
developed as anticipated. After a few years of operating from 
that location, the Todd family decided to close it down. 
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Photo by David Zsido. 2 August 2017. The Todd fleet of moving vans 
detailed as Wheaton World Wide Movers. 














In April of 2014, the Todd family was reunited with Wheaton 
World Wide Moving, when it once again became a Wheaton 
Agent. Todd Transportation still maintains its original 
facility on Randbury Road as well as its office and warehouse 
at 25 Curtis Avenue. Todd’s present-day fleet of moving vans 
includes one Peterbilt; a Freightliner; and two 
Internationals. Inside the conference room at their office 
location, there is a framed photograph, which captures the 
Todd family’s commitment to making a move. The 
photograph taken in the dead of winter in 1991, somewhat 
demonstrates that Todd Transportation would go to any 
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height to please its customer. A crew from Todd’s is shown 
embarking on a strenuous delivery of a new transmitter for a 
local FM classic rock radio station 98.1 WJJR. It had to go to 
the very top of Killington Peak. 





Todd file photo. Winter of 1991. Making the 
climb to the top of Killington Peak. 








Pushing and pulling the sizeable transmitter through snow 
that was often waist deep, the crew completed its mission. 


Todd Transpouaten Co. 


RUTLAND, VERMONT 





Photo by David Zsido. 29 July 2020. The current family members of 
Todd Transportation: Jim Todd, Doug Todd, and Rich Todd. 
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Now more than fifty years after arriving in Rutland, even 
though they have relocated to 25 Curtis Avenue as its 
operating headquarters, a lighted Todd Transportation sign 
still hangs on the structure that they built. However, more 
than one hundred years have passed since a young man 
named Archibald Adam Todd, filled with ambition and 
energy, set out with his horse-drawn wagon to deliver ice. 
Since then, certainly an incredible number of highway 
‘moving’ miles have been logged in by the Todd family! 





Photo by David Zsido. 
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We wish to thank our Sponsors and Donors of $50.00 


or more in 2020. We could not do it without you! 


Mary Ashcroft 

Claire Austin 

Kevin & Claire Austin 

David A. Baird 

John M. Barrett & Family 
Leland James Bishop 

Richard Blake 

Robert & Louise Bossardt Trust 
Casella Waste Systems 

Dale Christie 

Ernest Cioffi 

Margaret C. Clarino 

Clifford Funeral Home 
Timothy P. Collins 

Credit Union of 

Vermont 

John & Judith Crowley 

Alvin Figiel 

Clifford Giffin 

William & Charlotte Gillam 
Col. (Ret) William & Mary Gladski 
Richard Guyette 

John & Glenda Hinsman Jr., MD 
Gordon & Barbara Kelly 
Chris Kiefer-Cioffi 

Barbara Laverack 

Brad & Jeanie Lewis 

Kenneth & Jean Lewis 
Raymond & Kathleen Lopes 
Doreen J. McCullough 

John Moroney 

Michael & Madeline Murphy 


Robert & Nancy Noble Jr. 
Frank Olney 

Albert D. Paul Jr. 

John M. Piersic, Jr. 

Laurie Barrett Rogers 

Peter & Mary Ellen Shaw 
Sitzmarker Club 

Christian & Diane Spaulding 
Brian Sweeney 

Jeremiah Tarr & Norma Lash 
John & Janice TowerSr. 
Robert & Linda Underhill 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Andrew Zak, MD 

Paul Zamarro 


NEW LIFE MEMBERS 


2020 
Jeffrey Leeds Billings 
Dale Christie 
Ronald Hemenway 
Barbara Kelly 
Chris D. Kiefer-Chioffi 
Ernest Smalley 
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